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In a nation wherfr the crimi- 
^.nal trial is a. native; form of 
: drama, Edward Bennett Wil- .. 
.. liams may be- the consume '. 


time lecturer at Georgetown- • 
University's Law School have, 
a .different lreason for hoping • 

■ to • Witness';'; the -scene: it will 
uc- vuc m3rk the return 1 of Mr. V/il;., 

mate leading mail. He moves ' ; Hams’ to center stage of a na- / 
' ' " .;_V about : -it .jdourt- 'L tionally^^lebrated' trial/ *'• 



States Cdurthbiis6 on Coristi-^;': p° - 

tution Avenue, a . crowd f ? r . • 

spectators gathered less be- i-f 

cause John :B. Connally,' the \ Someacquaintances thought 
former Treasury Secretary, \ ^0 partiejL a bit AOo heartily' 
was on trial for bribery than i.f. nd . V. nc * ue 

because Mr. 'Williams reached ./ to , the fortunes of' his 

t National Football League tK 

r tle- contenders 'and, although ' 
there - have ; been -^ important k 
criminal ' "cases ' since; >ndne 


the .first crucial point in his ; . 
■ defense. 


Mr. William^- begap /the 
cross-exaifunation 'j\of .'the 
Government’s " “central wit- 


criminal "cases v since, >none 
were Of, ' the - magnitude - of ’ 
uovemmenus central- wit-jg / C OnnaIIy’s' defense . Wa- ; _ 
.ness, . Jake • Jacobsen, who. tergate/the niost prominent l ; 
swore on the stand last week $ criminal case in American 
. that he gaye Mr. ^ .Conn ally a ;. p'olitic^l * history, ' came and. ' 
• $10,000 payoff in 1971 for. am went'. with" Mr. Williams in 
official favor to the dairy , ia;bit part,, as lawyer , for "the 
.4ndustry^-- ? -^^v:- r .- : ' v.; X ? Democrats Jin~'a ;civiL. pro- ‘ 
The encpunter^hiight^ well^' • • : : 

determine the future of a de-- This must have^ chafed Mr. 
fendant once;regar.ded as; ( a : ; ;; williams;.. a legal, tactician 
; potential President. It Could, ; ^,. w hq^ as vhe rose -steadily 
_so far as. the seven women . from young, .wonder; to ma-. 
arid five men in the jury box ^ture superlawyer, was f re- 
are concerned, §hape their ' quently and favorably com- . 

_ notions.oJL the _ credibility of/ 'pared /to '.Clarence Darrov/; ■/ 
the Government’s case. • ^ J Tlie : rise .was spectacular. 

-But,; those >. who * know, the ; Edward Bennett. Williams, was 
^husky,-. fawn-faced, . 54-year-‘" born iri : -Hartfo.rd,;on May 31, . . 
old defense, attorney as the 1920, the son of a department . 
president of the’ Washmgton store- floorwalker: wliose dis- " 
Redskins football team, treas- missal frpm-The job in . the 
urer of the Democratic Na- \ Depression led Mr. Williams 
. tional Committee or a some- to identify, thereafter, with 


society’s underdogs. -■ ••- 

. He was a scholarship stu- 
dent at -Holy Cross,, and his 
record at: Georgetown Law 
School led swiftly to a posi- 
tion in the big Washington 
firm, of Hogan. & Hartson, He 
married a boss’s daughter, 
Dorothy Guilder, whose death 
in 1959 left him with three 
children. In T9 60,- he married 
an assistant, Agnes Neill. The 
couple have four children and 
live in the fashionable suburb 
of- Tulip Hill- in Maryland. 
- “Some lawyers defend caus- 
es: -Mr. Williams, a classicist, 
defends . clients; Often they 
include alleged national vil- 
lains — James R.‘ Hof fa, Ber- 
nard Goldfine, Frank Costello, 
Senator .Joseph R. McCar- 
thy,. . ReDresentative- Adam 
Clayton Powell Jr., — and Mr. 
Williams had ..to . keep insist- 
ing that he. was representing 
individuals, not philosophies. 

. •'I The Test of Wits 
. “If the . day ever comes 
When - lawyers grow timid 
about taking unpopular 
cases, the , whole criminal 
procedure under our Consti- 
tution is in pretty serious 
* trouble,” he -would say. 
f- “Most people see Ed’s con- 
.tribution as that of the fabu- 
lous' trial lawyer,” a partner, 
Joseph A. Califano Jr., re- 
marked the other day. “But 
T think law professors and 
students .would agree what 
he really has done is make 
the practice of criminal law 
.respectable.” . 

Perhaps so, but all the 
same, the spectators seem to 
relish" as Tuuch as Mr; Wil- 
liams the test of wits in the 
courtroom that is an integral 
part of the contest. He does 


not shout and pound the 
table to dramatize a defense; 
he seeks, more subtly, to use 
charm, and confidence as 
overtures- to/ the 12 jurors 
whose judgment- will be .deci- 
* sive. •• ;■ . 

| -He worries less about pick- 
ing than about persuading 
jurors, and each of his move- 
ments in court ’is. deliberate. 
When Mr. Williams inter- 
..- vened one day last week to 
suggest • how Chief Judge 
i George : L. Hart Jr. of the 
. United- States District Court- 
. might record the identifica- 
, tion of Government exhibits 
against ; Mr. Connolly, it was 
as if to say to the jury that 
the -defense, at least, was 
well organized. When he par- 
, ried an adverse ruling from 
: the bench with a quick quiD, 
the jurors laughed. And even 
when Mr. - Williams seemed 
to ramble and repeat him- 
. self. in an- opening statement, 

; . he had the gallery wonder- 
ing whether it was a lapse or 
.: a legal gambit. 

His final summations have 
sometimes moved jurors to 
tears and, even after the con- 
. viction of Mr. Baker, • one 
' juror summed up the panel’s 
. attitude by saying, “Baker 
had nothing to . go on other 
than he had a good lawyer.” 
Thus, it was ironic that 
Mr. William’s sat out Water- 
gate as no more than a 
pleader for the Democratic 
party in a civil damage suit 
and that President Nixon, in 
a taped White House con- 
versation on Sept. 15, 1972, 
said of Mr. Williams: “I 
think.- we are going to fix. 
[him.] Believe me, we are 
going to.” - • i 


